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side frightful spectres, who threatened them. They took refuge
in an Island, which has since been swept away by the ice-floes.
The Islinois, finding that their people did not return, sent out
some men to bring news of them. They arrived at the Puan
village, which they found abandoned ; but from it they descried
the smoke from the one which had just been established in that
island. The Islinois saw only the ruins of the Cabins, and
the bones of many human beings which, they concluded, were
those of their own people. When they carried back to their
country this sad news, only weeping and lamentation were
heard ; they sent word of their loss to their Allies, who offered
to assist them. The Puans, who knew that the Islinois did not
use Canoes, were sure that in that Island they were safe from
all affronts. The Islinois were every day consoled by those
who had learned of their disaster; and from every side they
received presents which wiped away their tears. They con-
sulted together whether they should immediately attempt hos-
tilities against their enemies. Their wisest men said that they
ought, in accordance with the custom of their ancestors, to spend
one year, or even more, in mourning, to move the Great Spirit;
that he had chastised them because they had not offered enough
sacrifices to him ; that he would, notwithstanding, have pity on
them if they were not impatient; and that he would chastise the
Puans for so black a deed. They deferred hostilities until the
second year, when they assembled a large body of men from all
the Nations who were interested in the undertaking; and they
set out in the Winter season, in order not to fail therein. Hav-
ing reached the island over the ice, they found only the Cabins,
in which there still remained some fire; the Puans had gone to
their Hunt on the day before, and were traveling in a body, that
they might not, in any emergency, be surprised by the Islinois.
The army of the latter followed these Hunters, and on the sixth
day descried their village, to which they laid siege. So vigor-
ous was their attack that they killed, wounded, or made pris-
oners all the Puans, except a few who escaped, and who reached
the Malhouminis’ village, but severely wounded by arrows.!

1Allouez thus comments upon this event: “About thirty years ago,
all the people of this Nation were killed or taken captive by the



